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Purpose: 
The purpose of the Idaho Falls Youth Hockey Association (IFYHA) Disciplinary Board is to: 

1) Establish the rules by which each Participant in the IFYHA will conduct themselves, and; 
2) Establish the governing body which will sit in judgment on those who violate said rules. That body shall be called the Disciplinary Board.
Normally, Disciplinary Board action is a result of a rule infraction of USA Hockey or a violation of IFYHA rules. However, every event requiring Disciplinary Board action cannot be reasonably listed. USA Hockey Guide, common sense, and policies or practices of other youth sports and activities should be considered when determining the need of Disciplinary Board action. 

Definitions: 
Disciplinary Board - The voting membership of the IFYHA Disciplinary Board shall consist of the association President (Chairman), Risk Manager (non-voting member), immediate Past President, Vice President, all Directors, and all Parent Representatives.
Board Quorum - A Disciplinary Board Quorum shall consist of at least four of the Members other than the affected Division Director. 

Board Meetings - Disciplinary Board Meeting may convene as defined below: 

1) Any violation which requires a hearing or disciplinary action as defined in the current USA Hockey Official Playing Rules (the Board represents the "proper authorities or governing body" noted in those rules); 

2) Any violation of the rules as defined herein under Section "Local Rules;" 

3) Any violation which calls for supplementary discipline.   A Member who calls for a meeting must submit to the Chairman, and/or Risk Manager, in writing, the violator's name and alleged violation.
The Disciplinary Board shall not question the judgment of any of the on-ice officials but accept their report as indicated on the score sheet or supplementary report as final. 

As a guideline, the Disciplinary Board should convene about one week after the event in order to obtain the facts surrounding the event and to allow emotions to cool off. Likewise, the meeting should not normally be more than two weeks after the event, but in all cases the meeting shall convene within the time period dictated by USA Hockey Official Playing rules and guidelines. 

Participants - Participants include Coaches, Players, Directors, Team Managers, and Parents. 
  
Local Rules
A. Teams: Idaho Falls Youth Hockey Association Teams are representing not only the IFYHA, but also the community of Idaho Falls and as such will be governed by the following rules of conduct: 
  

1) Those defined in the current USA Hockey Official Playing Rules and their associated disciplinary actions. USA Hockey Official Playing Rules shall supersede any local rules if a conflict exists between the set of rules. 

2) When travel is chartered by public transportation, only IFYHA participants or their immediate families will be allowed on the transportation. Exceptions must be approved by the appropriate Division Director or Directors and proper insurance forms and waivers must be completed and on file before departure.
3) No alcoholic beverages, tobacco, or other controlled substances will be consumed when actually on IFYHA chartered transportation. Violations of this rule will result in a Disciplinary Board Action during which sanctions may be assessed including suspension..

B. Participants: Participants of the IFYHA are representatives of not only their team but of the Association, and as such will be governed by the following rules: 

1) Those defined in the current USA Hockey Official Playing Rules and these policies. 

2) Participants assessed a Match Penalty shall be suspended from participation in all practices and games pending action of this Disciplinary Board and in accordance with the USA Hockey Official Playing Rules and policies. 

3) For a Game Misconduct Penalty, the participants shall automatically receive a one game suspension as required by USA Hockey Official Playing Rules. However, the Director of the affected participant or the Chairman of the Disciplinary Board may convene the Disciplinary Board to impose further requirements or suspension.  Also, the team coach of the affected participant may impose additional bench time, game suspensions, or another penalizing action.   Participant must serve the penalty with the team the penalty occurred.
4) Vandalism by any participant while representing IFYHA, either on or off the ice, can return to play only upon action of the Disciplinary Board Action including suspension and payment of all damages. 

5) Participants using other than prescribed controlled substances, including alcohol and tobacco, while representing IFYHA,shall be subject to Disciplinary Board Action (regardless of age) consistent with USA Hockey Policies.. 

6) Disciplinary action imposed by these policies or the IFYHA Disciplinary Board shall not be waived for any tournament, even if approved by any Tournament Committee. 

7) Suspensions received during one season which have not terminated, shall carry over into the following season until the suspension is completed. 
8)  IFYHA will log all violations of IFYHA and USA Hockey Rules for participants.  IFYHA participants will be given the 3 strike rule.  Any participant receiving 2 violations will receive, in writing, their notice of violations and that a 3rd violation will result in a Disciplinary Board hearing with the possibility of removal or suspension from IFYHA.  At any given time, depending on the severity of the violation, any participant may be removed from IFYHA.  Accumulation of suspensions, see B(7).
9) For all Game Misconduct and Match Penalties and other conduct unbecoming of IFYHA participants, the head coach must immediately notify the Division Director and the Division Director must immediately inform the President of IFYHA. 

10) The Risk Manager and/or Chairman of the Disciplinary Board shall keep a log of all suspensions of participants and a log of all Disciplinary Board meetings. Although the log does not need to be extremely detailed, sufficient detail needs to be included to record the individuals involved and the terms of the suspension. 

12) During Disciplinary Board meetings, the on-ice referee who assigned the penalty can, if mutually acceptable between the Board and the on-ice official be invited to give his observation of the penalty(s); but should not be present for any other discussion or voting. If a member of the Disciplinary Board was an on-ice official during the game the penalty was assigned, he may not be present for any discussion or voting but is limited to present his observation of the event if the on-ice official agrees on his own accord. 

13) If the Chairman of the Disciplinary Board is unable to be present, due to any reason including requirements of these Disciplinary Board rules, the Vice-President, or Immediate Past President of IFYHA, in that order, shall chair the Disciplinary Board. 

13) Appeals should follow the guidance of the USA Hockey Guidebook. 

14) The participant(s) who is subject to a Disciplinary Board action need not be present. However, the participant, if less than age of majority, who is subject to Disciplinary Board action, can request to be present and can be accompanied by either one parent or one legal guardian.  After Disciplinary Board discussion with the participant, the participant and parent or guardian, if present, must not be present during Board discussion. 

15) The action taken by the Board is determined by vote. The individual ballot result and how each Board member voted is not disclosed or recorded. The Chairman and/or Risk Manager of the Disciplinary Board records the final position of the Board. Normally the results are not made public but are communicated only to the participants and their immediate coaches. As appropriate, the Chairman and/or Risk Manager, can discuss the final position of the Disciplinary Board with the IFYHA Board of Directors, the Division Director affected thereby and the coach of the affected player. 

Approved by the Idaho Falls Youth Hockey Association Board of Directors 

(Signature on file) 



Beverly Hott 
IFYHA President 
Effective – October 3, 2010
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